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MGNREGA WORK 
DEMAND HIGHEST FOR MAY, 
EXCEPT FOR PANDEMIC YEAR 
_31.110 __ _ 

MIfIIundIr .......... twlnMfMndhI 
~ .... EmpDJn ..... m,... 
SchItmt04&NRE&SJ1n MlJ2OD, which Is the 
highest forthe month of May in any given 
year in recenttlmes eXQ!pt forthe CO¥Id-19 
pandemk year, data on thesd1eme's 
websltt sourced on June' showed. 

In AprlI2023. around2lt.06 million 
households had SOU(frtwortc: under the 
scheme.1hough MGHREGSdemand usually 
rlwsinAptfland M~ • . t:he rabl harvest 

comesto an end and caslJallabourers have 
little work In hand, some expertssaythe 
continued demand in rural areas shows that 
economic benefits are not percolating down. 
In FY24, the Centre had budgeted f60,OOO 
OOfe forthe scheme, which was around 33 
per cent less than the Revised Estimate of 
FY23.ln the past, the Centre had been 
adequately funding MGNREGS if there was 
anyshortfatl lnfunds. MGNREGS isdemand­
driven and fund allocation depends on work 
demand. 5AJUEEI MUKHERJEE 
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